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12th Combat Aviation Brigade Soldier Reenlists during mission to support Presidential visit to Israel

TEL AVIV, ISRAEL - , Spc. Kurt Sanson, a UH-60 aircraft mechanic with D Co. 1st Bn. 214th Avn. Regt., had the once in a lifetime opportunity of reenlisting in the shadow of Air Force One, March 21st, 2013.

D co. was in Israel to provide aviation support for U.S. President Barack Obama’s recent visit there.  

During the downtime between flights at Ben Gurion Airport there, Sanson took the opportunity to stand before his peers and to swear his oath of enlistment in front of the President’s personal aircraft. Chief Warrant Officer 3 Mark Jay, a pilot with D Co., administered the oath. Sanson reenlisted for three years.

The next day, the Soldiers of D Co. met and spoke with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. U.S. and Israeli embassy staff coordinated the meeting. Netanyahu thanked the Soldiers for helping to support his successful visit with Obama and asked where each of the Soldiers came from. In turn, D co. Commander Cpt. Marshall Gray thanked the Prime Minister for welcoming D co’s Soldiers to Israel in support of the continued partnership between our two nations.
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