Griffin Brigade realigns with drawdown of forces in Afghanistan
Story by Capt. Michael J Barranti, 12th Combat Aviation Brigade Public Affairs Officer

KATTERBACH, GERMANY – The 12th Combat Aviation Brigade (CAB) redeployed the 412th Aviation Support Battalion (ASB), the Brigade Headquarters, and Soldiers from each of the battalion task forces as part of the drawdown of surge forces in Afghanistan. 

U.S. Forces were directed by the President of the United States to reduce the footprint of American Soldiers in Afghanistan to 68,000 by October 1.  

While deployed, the 12th CAB conducted a wide variety of aviation missions including joint operations with NATO partners.  The brigade provided close air support, transportation of troops and cargo, and Aero-medical evacuation support to U.S., German, Swedish, Finnish, Norwegian, Lithuanian, Spanish, and Italian forces. Between April and September, the brigade flew more than 55,000 hours through-out Afghanistan.  In Regional Command North alone, the brigade transported more than 10,000 personnel and 688 tons of cargo between over 30 different bases.   

The brigade had the distinction of conducting the 10,000th flight in the history of air operations at Camp Marmal.  Additionally, 12th CAB was the first aviation brigade to field a Female Engagement Team (FET), which conducted both operations in the area of Regional Command North, and training for the first coalition FETs.

The redeployment comes just five months after the first 12th CAB Soldiers arrived in Afghanistan.

The 12th CAB Headquarters, along with Task Force Ready and 412th ASB, deployed in April and May to Camp Marmal in Mazar-e-Sharif.  TF Storm deployed to Shindand Air Base in Regional Command West, while TF Gunslinger deployed to Sharana in RC-East.  The aviation operations battalion, TF Guardian, deployed to Tarin Kowt in RC South.  During the deployment, the 12th CAB was augmented by the 1-211th Attack Reconnaissance Battalion from the Utah National Guard, reorganized as Task Force Pirate.

As soon as the brigade got on the ground in Afghanistan, it became clear that it would be part of the draw-down, said brigade commander, Col. Jay Voorhees.

The brigade was realigned in order to provide maximum support for the ongoing mission, with heavy emphasis on fixing, fueling, arming and flying the aircraft. Task Forces Ready, Storm, Pirate, Gunslinger and Guardian remain in Afghanistan to support ongoing operations.

Task Force Pirate will redeploy to the U.S. in December and the remaining Task Forces will return to Germany in February and March 2013.

Despite their return to home station, the Soldiers remain ready to return to the fight at a moment’s notice.

Even though we are home, the deployment does not end for the 12th CAB until the last Soldier comes back to Germany, said Voorhees.
