
	
[image: 12cab]
	
News Release

12th Combat Aviation Brigade
        Public Affairs Office
www.12cab.army.mil
Camp Marmal, Afghanistan
DSN: 303.424.6030
Comm: 011-70-113-2000, 303-424-6030
michael.j.barranti@afghan.swa.army.mil





Release No. 20120624-01											     June 24, 2012

APACHE CRASH INVESTIGATION COMPLETED – HELICOPTER WAS LIKELY SHOT DOWN

[bookmark: _GoBack]MAZAR-E-SHARIF, AFGHANISTAN – Although there were no initial reports of enemy activity in the area, an investigation into the AH-64D Apache Longbow helicopter crash on May 28th, 2012 reveals that it was likely shot down.
	Bullet holes found in the remains of the fuselage lead investigators to believe that the aircraft took enemy surface-to-air fire prior to the uncontrolled crash which killed two servicemen, according to a report by the U.S. Army’s Aircraft Shoot Down Assessment Team.
	In only the second time in the history of the AH-64D, the aircraft’s “black box” flight data recorders were destroyed in the incident, leaving investigators without an audio or flight data record of the last moments before the crash.  



Two members of Task Force Griffin died Monday when their AH-64D Longbow Apache helicopter crashed in the Wardak Province, west of Kabul.
Army Captain John R. Brainard, 26, of Newport, Maine and Chief Warrant Officer 5 John C. Pratt, 51, of Springfield, Virginia, each with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 12th Combat Aviation Brigade died as a result of the crash.
The cause of the crash remains under investigation. The pilots were conducting routine combat operations. 
Brainard was the brigade adjutant and was on his first combat tour in his four years of service. He is survived by his wife, Emily and his parents, John Brainard and Susie Phelps of Newport, Maine.
	Pratt was the brigade senior warrant officer and standardization pilot. He had deployed three times and served in the Army for over 20 years. He is survived by his wife, Nicola, their daughter Emma, and his parents, John D. and Josephine Pratt, of Springfield, VA.
Both Soldiers were deployed from Katterbach, Germany and their loss will be deeply felt by members of the 12th CAB community.
12th CAB provides full spectrum aviation operations in support of the International Security Assistance Forces mission in Afghanistan.
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